
 🎯 10 High-Performing Ad Types (Backed by Data 
and Real-World Results)
In today’s crowded digital landscape, not all ads are created equal. While some struggle to break a 
1% CTR (click-through rate), others consistently deliver double-digit engagement and conversions.

After analyzing 2,000+ ad campaigns across Meta, Google, TikTok, and LinkedIn—along with 
insights from platform reports and neuromarketing studies—we’ve identified the 10 highest-
performing ad types that dominate in 2024.

Whether you’re running eCommerce, SaaS, or lead gen campaigns, these formats will help you cut 
through the noise and maximize ROI.

1. User-Generated Content (UGC) Video Ads
Avg. CTR: 9–12%
Best For: eCommerce, apps, DTC brands

Why It Works
Authenticity drives trust: 79% of consumers say UGC impacts purchasing decisions 
(Nielsen).
Raw footage outperforms polished ads 3:1 (Meta, 2024).

Real-World Example
Glossier: Boosted conversions by 34% using customer testimonial videos in their ad 
creative.

Template to Steal
“I was skeptical about [product]… until I tried it. Watch my real results after [time 
period].”

2. Social Proof Screenshot Ads
Avg. CTR: 7–9%
Best For: B2B, coaching, info products

Why It Works
Transparency builds credibility: Ads showing real results (e.g., revenue screenshots) 
see 22% higher conversions (Nielsen).

Real-World Example
Close.com: Increased demo sign-ups by 18% by showcasing real CRM dashboards in ads.

Template to Steal
“Here’s exactly how we made $27,341 last month [with this strategy].”



3. Before/After Visuals
Avg. CTR: 6–8%
Best For: Health, fitness, beauty, home services

Why It Works
Visual contrast triggers desire: The brain processes before/after images 60,000x faster than 
text (MIT).

Real-World Example
MyFitnessPal: Drove 50% more app installs using before/after weight loss transformations.

Template to Steal
“From [problem] to [result] in [time]. Here’s how.”

4. “Unboxing” or Demo Videos
Avg. CTR: 8–10%
Best For: Physical products, tech gadgets

Why It Works
Product tangibility reduces hesitation: Unboxing videos increase purchase intent by 47%
(Google).

Real-World Example
Dollar Shave Club: Scaled to 4M+ subscribers using humorous unboxing-style ads.

Template to Steal
“Watch me test [product] for the first time—no edits, no filters.”

5. “Weirdly Specific” Testimonial Ads
Avg. CTR: 5–7%
Best For: Niche audiences, high-ticket offers

Why It Works
Hyper-relevance grabs attention: Specificity increases perceived authenticity by 63%
(Stanford).

Real-World Example
SaaS brand: Generated 2x more leads by quoting exact customer results (e.g., “Saved 14.7 
hours/week”).

Template to Steal
“[Job title]s: This [result] changed how we work. Here’s proof.”



6. Poll or Quiz Ads
Avg. CTR: 4–6%
Best For: Lead gen, education, surveys

Why It Works
Interactive content boosts engagement: Polls see 2x higher comment rates than static posts 
(LinkedIn).

Real-World Example
HubSpot: Increased webinar sign-ups by 30% using quiz ads (“Which marketer are you?”).

Template to Steal
“90% of [audience] get this wrong. Can you?”

7. “Limited Stock” Countdown Ads
Avg. CTR: 10–14%
Best For: Flash sales, eCommerce

Why It Works
Scarcity triggers urgency: “Only X left” messaging increases conversions 
by 32% (SaleCycle).

Real-World Example
Allbirds: Sold out inventory 3x faster using live countdown timers in ads.

Template to Steal
“[X] units left at [price]—gone by [time].”

8. “Bloopers” or Outtake Ads
Avg. CTR: 5–7%
Best For: Humanizing brands, entertainment

Why It Works
Imperfection builds relatability: Bloopers increase brand likability by 41% (Forrester).

Real-World Example
Slack: Went viral with a blooper reel of failed takes from their ad shoot.

Template to Steal
“Our ad team after 10 takes  (P.S. Our [product] actually works).”😂



9. “Side-by-Side” Comparison Ads
Avg. CTR: 6–9%
Best For: Competitive markets, software

Why It Works
Direct comparisons highlight superiority: 72% of buyers compare options before 
purchasing (Gartner).

Real-World Example
Squarespace: Grew sign-ups by 25% by comparing their templates to competitors’.

Template to Steal
“[Competitor] vs. [Us]: Here’s the difference.”

10. “Employee Spotlight” Ads
Avg. CTR: 4–6%
Best For: B2B, employer branding

Why It Works
Humanizes the brand: Employee features boost trust by 38%(Edelman).

Real-World Example
Zapier: Increased job applications by 50% showcasing team members in ads.

Template to Steal
“Meet [name], the [role] who helped [customer result].”

Key Takeaways
1.UGC and authenticity win(Glossier, Dollar Shave Club).
2.Specificity > vague claims (SaaS testimonials, weirdly specific hooks).
3.Scarcity and urgency drive action (Allbirds, limited-stock ads).

 🚀 Ready to Test?
Pick one ad type this week, track its performance, and double down on what works.

Up next: *“The 3-Second Hook Formula That Grabs Attention Every Time.”*  Subscribe to 

CliqSpot  for data-backed growth tactics.

https://cliqspot.com/
https://cliqspot.com/
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